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When the M6 pupils left last March, following much more muted end of school celebrations than
normally experienced by the Leavers’ cohort, we felt that their experience was pioneering and cheered
ourselves with the story that it would be unique. However, the trajectory of the pandemic demonstrated
that, at times, Mother Nature is much more powerful that the will of man and all year groups endured
another period of full lockdown from Christmas to Easter this year and, for the second year running, the
cancellation of the public examinations.
The 15 months since the School closed for the first time on 23 March 2020 has been extremely
challenging for all members of the BRA community. We have faced difficulties that have been
collective, individual frustrations over missed opportunities, experienced personal setbacks,
disappointments and faced adversity in ways we could not previously imagined. The negative impact
the disruption to schooling has had on the wellbeing of pupils, parents and staff is concerning and we
recognise how essential it is for everyone to re-engage with face-to-face teaching as an important part
of the return to normality.
All GCSE, AS and A level pupils will receive a centre determined grade in Summer 2021 for each
subject and completed the last set of written assessments after Easter. During the standardisation and
moderation stage of the grading process, Subject Leaders and class teachers reviewed all of the
evidence available to them alongside the subject grade descriptors for the appropriate level
GCSE/AS/A2. I have been encouraged by the care and consideration taken by subject teachers in
allocated grades and reviewing each pupil’s progress on an individual basis.
Since March 2020, the School community has adapted our practice is so many ways. All teaching
moved online for the remainder of the Spring term and all of the Summer term in 2020 with teachers
and pupils displaying creativity and initiative in so many aspects of teaching and learning. Our Health
and Safety Committee have worked tirelessly to put in place strategies to mitigate against the risks of
Covid and, as was well documented in the media, made the decision to make the wearing of face
masks compulsory for all pupils. We have implemented a one-way system and devised means of
continuing with assemblies and lunch arrangements whilst retaining year group bubbles – not easy on a
cramped site with 1450 pupils and over 150 staff! Unfortunately, there have been many aspects of
school life that have taken a massive hit as a result of the pandemic. For example, many of our extracurricular activities have been curtailed and the rugby and hockey season has all but disappeared with
no competitive fixtures since the Autumn 2019 term. For the first time ever, Prize Day was cancelled as
was the Carol Service and the Spring Concert. The M6 leavers were denied the traditional Leavers’
Ball and the Form 1 induction event had to take place virtually. It is only when these key events
disappear from the School calendar that it becomes patently clear that Belfast Royal Academy is so
much more than a building – it is a living, breathing community that needs these public events to bind
us all to the ethos and values of this great School and to strengthen relationships between all members
of our community.
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By the time of the second lockdown that was announced over the Christmas holidays in December
2020, we were much better prepared. All teaching moved to online teaching from 4 January and all
lessons were live using Google Meet. We held all of our parents’ meetings virtually using a platform
called Parent Cloud that enabled parents to book a 5-minute slot with their child’s teacher. All of our
staff meetings, departmental meetings and Governor meetings have been conducted virtually and
whilst we are grateful for the advances in ICT that enable us to continue to operate the school as
effectively as possible, we are all heartily fed up of staring at a screen for more hours a day that are
good for us and for various phrases such as – you’re on mute, have you left your hand up accidentally
or do you wish to speak and so on!
Our world has changed so much since the beginning of 2020, often amid deep uncertainty and anxiety.
However, I have been greatly encouraged by the courage and resilience shown by pupils, staff and
parents in simply getting on with the job in hand. We will face the challenges that are undoubtedly
around the corner as we have throughout this pandemic, and indeed throughout the School’s history –
together as a strong and supportive community – and the support of our alumni is a hugely valuable
part of this community.
Yours sincerely
Hilary Woods (Mrs)
Principal

OUR DEAR FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE
Our dear friend and colleague, Patricia Ferguson, passed away on Thursday 10
June 2021. Patricia will be familiar to many of our past pupils and parents as the
voice behind the phone and the smiling face at the office window ready to deal
with pupil and parental queries. She loved working in BRA and she had a
genuine care for pupils and colleagues.
Patricia was such a lovely person and she impacted on all of us in such a
positive way. We will miss her very, very much.
Patricia’s family continue to be in our thoughts and prayers.

EVENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS
Charity Support
On behalf of the Pupil and School Council, the Head Boy and Head Girl
presented cheques for £600 to representatives from Jigsaw CCC,
Lighthouse, Northern Ireland Children’s Hospice and TAMHI.
This money was raised from the Pupil Council Non-uniform Day on
Tuesday 17 November.
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Period Poverty
The Education Minister has received executive approval to provide free period
products to all schools in NI.
Peter Weir brought a paper on 'period poverty' to the executive meeting on
Thursday.
Now that it has been approved, the scheme is expected to be in place for
September 2021.
The governments in England, Scotland and Wales already run schemes to provide
free period products for schools.
Scotland recently went further, making products like tampons and sanitary pads
available free to anyone who needs them.
There is currently no Northern Ireland-wide scheme to provide girls with access to
sanitary products in schools.
Instead, initiative likes the Red Box Project provide products to individual schools.
There are also schools which run their own schemes based on donations from pupils, staff and parents,
like Belfast Royal Academy's Pink Paper Bag project.

Girls’ Hockey
Congratulations to Niamh McIvor, M6, on her Hockey Ireland U23 squad
selection to play in a 3-team tournament in Spain.
The team travelled to Alicante to play twice against both Spain U21s & Spain
Development.

National Youth Choir of Northern Ireland
Congratulations to Sophie Wilson, Form 1, who successfully auditioned for
and obtained a place in the Junior Section of the National Youth Choir of
Northern Ireland.

Charity fundraising
Congratulations to Amy Harpur, M6, who has raised fund for the mental
health charity AWARE through selling home baked goods.
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Eight of our Middle Sixth pupils, as part of a larger youth
group, have been fundraising for Aware NI, the
Depression Charity for Northern Ireland. Their goal was to
run 1000 miles by 15 April, 250 miles collectively a week.
They felt compelled to undertake this challenge in
particular because of the recent lockdowns and mental
health issues of students across Northern Ireland. To
date, the pupils have raised over £1000.

Fundraising for Autism NI
Congratulations to our Learning Support Team on their Walk for
Autism fundraiser. The group raised £2903, which is an incredible
achievement. We would like to say a big thank you to both the
team for taking on this wonderful endeavour, and to everyone
who donated and helped them raise awareness and funds for a
cause they are all very passionate about.

Top of the Bench Competition
Congratulations to our Chemistry students Jessica
Lane, Katie McCarney, Daisie Donaldson & EJ
Nazareth on representing Northern Ireland and
finishing top 10 in the national final of the Royal
Society of Chemistry's Top of the Bench competition!
This year's theme was the Periodic Table and took
place as a remote virtual event for the first time in the
competition's history.

ALUMNI NEWSLETTER – June 2021

Belfast Royal Academy

Physics Olympiad
Seven Academy students (Ben Golden, Adrib Ahmed, Veda Muruga Perumal, Sabriel Gergett, Jack
Gillespie, Alex Scott and Harriett McAllister) participated in the British Physics Olympiad Senior
Challenge at the start of March. The BPhO is to encourage the study of physics and to recognise
excellence in young physicists. They performed well, attaining one Gold certificate, three Silver and
three Bronze.

Art Club in Lockdown
Those pupils who were in School throughout lockdown and
attended Art Club at lunch time embarked on a fantastic new
project involving dragon eyes. Pupils tried out some
watercolour painting to test out colour schemes and then
painted some dragon eye shapes that had been produced with
the laser cutter with acrylic paints. Once these were finished the
pupils took them outside and hid them for others to find and
hopefully photograph. Each one has #BRAARTCLUB on the
back so that pupils can track their future adventures.

Zara Meadows M6
Zara was selected to have a poem published in an annual supplement in the Irish Times which
is organised by the writing group ‘Fighting Words’ and highlights young Irish writers. Her poem ‘Growth’
was published in the supplement on 12 May and the Irish Times will send some copies of the
supplement directly to the school. Following the publication of her poem, the School was contacted by
David Grant, Senior Lecturer at Queen’s University, inviting Zara to apply for a summer mentoring
programme for young artists he is coordinating for the Northern Ireland Office.
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Poetry in Motion
Miss Heron entered a number of pupils’ work to the Poetry in Motion Schools competition, and three
pupils’ work have been selected for the anthology, ‘Write to the Heart’.
The organisers held an online event on Thursday 25 March which featured poems from all participating
schools.
Lower Sixth student, Kathleen Malone, won the Seamus Heaney Award for Achievement for her poem,
‘Daniel’s Piano.’ Kathleen submitted her work through the ‘Poetry in Motion’ initiative, joining several
other BRA students whose poetry was also selected for the Community Arts Partnership Anthology - a
collection of poems from schools across the province.
Kathleen was announced as the competition’s overall winner, with CAP CEO, Conor Shields, describing
her poetry as “phenomenal work…it really deserves the upmost praise we can give. It was the standout individual poem in this year’s programme. It was so beautifully crafted with such a strong message.”
Congratulations also to the following students whose work will feature in the upcoming anthology:
Highly Commended
F3 Niall Blaskett ‘Melodies of Memories’
Commended
Form1 Beatrice Seath ‘The Creature’
Form 3 Sophie-Jane Graham ‘My Love for Luna’
Form 3 Kacper Przednowek ‘A Whisper’
Form 3 Kian Gastar ‘The Beautiful Nature of Music’
The poems are available to listen to at the awards ceremony featured on the CAP website:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oH25WM92uJI

M6 History
M6 History had a guest zoom on 26 February with Professor Patrick Geoghegan of Trinity College
Dublin. Professor Geoghegan is an expert on Anglo-Irish relations in the eighteenth and nineteenth
century and spoke to the pupils about the most recent research on the 1916 Rising, which is part of
their A2 2 module ‘The Partition of Ireland, 1900-1925’. Professor Geoghegan spoke about new
evidence which has shown the role of ordinary people in the Rising and looked at the timing of the
rising, the role of individuals and placed it in his wider international context. Pupils also had the
opportunity to engage and ask questions during the zoom call.
Documentary Photography
Tara Torrens came into school on 22 and 23 April to take documentary photographs of pupils, staff and
the buildings for the archive and also to record this unique time in the School’s history. She was able to
go to Roughfort to photograph Form 3 pupils engaging in their Games session.
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Yes Day
Over £1600 was raised for Marie Curie - Northern
Ireland and Northern Ireland Children's Hospice as a
result of ‘Yes Day’. Well done and sincere thanks to all
pupils and staff who raised money for these two very
worthwhile causes. Each pupil and member of staff
who submitted a ‘Yes Day’ form were treated to ice
cream with their friends on Monday 17 May.
Three pupils also had proposals granted by Mrs
Woods.

Tom McKibbin (M6)
At the end of April, Tom made this announcement:
“Delighted to finally share that I have turned professional and will make my
debut on the European Tour this week at the Tenerife Open. A huge thank you
to everyone who supported me throughout my amateur career and to the
European Tour for this amazing opportunity. I’m very excited to have signed
with JMC Sports and look forward to the next chapter!”

Dr Olly Mort
Well done to Dr Mort, whose poetry was recently included in the nationwide Places of Poetry anthology,
selected from over 7,500 entries. This anthology “brings together time-honoured classics with some of
the best new writing collected across the nation”. Dr Mort has also been selected in the fourth annual
Best New British and Irish Poets anthology, 2019 - 2021.

OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
The BRA OBA Annual General Meeting was held on 13
April 2021, via a Zoom call due to the Covid19 pandemic.
The Senior Vice-President, Mr Trevor Sturgess was elected
President and thanked his predecessor, Mr Moore Dickson,
for remaining in office for a second year due to the
pandemic. The Junior Vice-President, Mr Bobby Gray was
elected Senior Vice-President and Mr Philip McKenna was
elected Junior Vice-President.
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Monthly Luncheon Club
The monthly lunches attract between 40 and 50
members – mostly retired members of the
Association. The photo is from the previous lunch
at the Royal Belfast Golf Club. Mr Robin Reid
initiated and coordinated these lunches for many
years, with the help of local hosts. The Old Boys’
Association greatly appreciates Robin’s efforts,
and we are grateful to Mr Robb Fletcher for
stepping in to organise this programme. Due to
the pandemic, the lunches were suspended,
however a lunch is booked for Bangor Golf Club
on the 15 September 2021 to restart this
programme.
The BRA OBA Annual Dinner
The BRA OBA Annual Dinner, held at The Europa Hotel, is our major annual function. Unfortunately, it
had to be cancelled in 2020, but it is booked for Saturday 27 November 2021. It will be hosted by the
BRA OBA President, Mr Trevor Sturgess. If you have not previously attended and would like to be kept
informed, please email the Alumni Office at alumni@belfastroyalacademy.net.
The BRA Former Pupils’ London & Edinburgh Dinners
The BRA Former Pupils’ London Dinner was held at the R.A.F. Club on Friday 13 March 2020. Shortly
after that Dinner, the first Covid19 lockdown was implemented. The situation early in 2021 led to the
2021 London Dinner being cancelled. The London Dinner for 2022 is scheduled for Friday 11 March
2022 and the Edinburgh Dinner is scheduled for 22 April 2022.

Many congratulations to Academy Alumnus Professor Paul
Seawright on his appointment as Deputy Vice Chancellor at Ulster
University.

Business Breakfasts
These breakfasts are aimed at former pupils who are still working and who would like to widen their
business contacts. Some current BRA pupils have also attended. These breakfasts have had between
20 and 50 attendees and are usually held at the Ten Square Hotel. They are suspended due to
Covid19, but hopefully will be reinstated this year. Please email the Alumni Office at
alumni@belfastroyalacademy.net if you would like to be on the notification list.
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Golf
The OB Golf Society plans to hold two golf outings each year. The
first outing was played on Thursday 17 June 2021 at Malone Golf
Club. There was a record turnout of 56 players who enjoyed great
weather, great course and a very pleasant meal and chat
afterwards. The Picken Cup was presented by this year’s captain,
Mr Paul Scoffield, to the 2021 winner, Mr Ray McClelland.
The second outing is scheduled for the Royal Belfast Golf Club on
Friday 10 September 2021. Any former pupil interested in playing
in these competitions should contact Ken Knox at ken@cdgroup.com.

Cricket
The annual cricket match between the BRA Old Boys and the BRA 1st XI could not be scheduled this
year. The photo of the Castle Grounds is a reminder that it is a perfect location and we look forward to
future events.
BRA OBA Website
The BRA OBA website is at
www.braoba.com which has had a major revision and provides
news and archive documents.
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Donations
The President for 2019-2021, Mr Moore Dickson, on behalf of the BRA Old Boys’ Association,
presented a cheque to the Principal for £4,250 for various items, which included physics apparatus to
equip a laboratory to commemorate Professor James Stirling, part funding of the hockey video tower,
moving the Honours Boards to the Cliftonville Road site and
some frames for school drama posters. The apparatus in the
James Stirling Physics Laboratory is now
installed and operational.

BRA OBA News
Congratulations to Professor Henry Halliday, Emeritus Professor of Neonatology, on being
awarded the 2021 James Spence Medal.
The citation from Henry’s presentation was as follows:
“Henry Halliday is an outstanding neonatologist who has made contributions
to the care of new-born babies throughout the world. Following qualification
in Belfast he trained there and in three US centres returning to establish a
network of neonatal care for Northern Ireland. He was a pioneer of surfactant
therapy helping to develop a natural product with colleagues in Stockholm.
He designed and ran the clinical trials which proved its effectiveness and it is
now the standard of treatment worldwide. He is a firm advocate of evidence
based medicine and carried out his first randomised controlled trial in 1973.
He has led and been involved in many Cochrane collaborations setting the
standard of care for new-borns. His research interests have included acute
neonatal respiratory disorders and surfactant replacement; postnatal steroids
(inhaled and systemic) to prevent chronic lung disease (CLD); pathogenesis
of CLD and inflammation; iron metabolism in the foetus and neonate and
long term follow-up of survivors of CLD. He successfully coordinated two of
the largest neonatal multicentre trials with 24-hour telephone randomisation
in Belfast, has undertaken systematic reviews and was European coordinator of the Cochrane Neonatal Group.

ALUMNI NEWSLETTER – June 2021

Belfast Royal Academy

Less obvious is his work on data monitoring of international trials and ethics research. He is an
excellent, caring, innovative clinician and a true clinician scientist. From his first paper in 1974 to 2019
he has published 438 full papers. 66 of his papers have been cited more than 100 times, 3 more than
1000 times and 1 more than 3000. He has an H index of 76 and i10 index of 216 which is outstanding
for a clinician. His papers have been cited 28703 times. He remains highly regarded across Europe and
the world for his outstanding research.
In 2004 he became joint founding editor of Biology of the Neonate (now Neonatology) and remains very
active in this position. He is in huge demand for guest and named lectures on a regular and ongoing
basis all over the world and as a grant reviewer for major charities and Government Departments. He is
a member of many international societies and has been President of the European Society for
Paediatric Research and the Irish and American Paediatric Society. He has inspired a younger
generation who know that his work has been done solely to improve the care of babies and he has
demonstrated that absolute scientific rigour and humanity can go together.
His international profile, awards and scientific achievements have not altered his modest, kindly and
gentle affect. He led the transition from neonatal care being something of a novelty to being an
established evidence-based discipline. There can be few international figures in neonatology who do
not know of his contribution.
There has never been a James Spence medal winner from Northern Ireland. “
Paul Terrington awarded CBE
Congratulations to Mr Paul Terrington who was awarded a CBE in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours.
Michael Black awarded BEM
Congratulations Mr Michael Black who was awarded a BEM in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours.
Rugby News
Congratulations to Iain Henderson on captaining Ireland during the
2021 Six Nations rugby tournament, and on being selected for his
second tour with the British and Irish Lions – this time to South Africa.
Congratulations also to Tom Stewart who won the ‘Top New Talent’
award at Ulster Rugby last year.
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
BRA has a proud history of participation and success in The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award, and following the sad passing of the Duke of
Edinburgh, John Reilly received many messages and reminisces from
former pupils.
Obituary - Ian Campbell (27 November 1925 – 11 June 2020)
Denis Wilson Ian Campbell was born in Bangor, Co Down and was
educated at Belfast Royal Academy. Ian then followed in the footsteps
of his older brother Noel, both of whom studied architecture at the
Belfast College of Art and both were articled to John MacGeagh,
architect of the much admired and timeless Whitla Hall.
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As early as 1951 and still a student, multi award winning architect Ian Campbell was involved in
promoting modern architecture, being part of the design team for the Festival of Britain Exhibition in
Belfast.
Ian was initially influenced by the work of Le Corbusier (he was an elected member of the Association
des Amis de le Corbusier and paid study visits to Ronchamps, La Tourette and Firminy).
Later influenced more by Scandinavian architects and designers, particularly Alvar Aalto, he found his
forte and won a number of major awards, including a National RIBA Award for the Teahouse at
Tollymore Forest Park and an RIBA Award for the Railway Museum Galley, Cultra.
Ian was elected a member of MARS (Modern Architectural Research Society) and continued his studies
at the Congres Internatioale des Architectes Moderne, a post graduate school in Venice under the
direction of Franco Albini, Ernesto Rogers, Ignatio Gardella and Giancarlo de Carlo.
In 1958 he met Sally Latimer, his wife to be. A year later they got married and Sally was to become
both his wife and ‘anam cara’. They lived in a caravan in the carpark at the front of No. 4 while they built
their house ‘Outlook’ on a stunning site overlooking Belfast Lough – ‘Outlook’ in its different stages of
completion featured twice in ‘House and Garden,’ one of these times on the cover.
Ian Campbell opened his office at 51 Malone Road in 1963, a building he shared with the Royal Society
of Ulster Architects. His office produced a string of beautifully crafted buildings demonstrating his
unparalleled ability for timber detailing. These included the Scout Headquarters in May Street, the
Methodist Church in Dundonald (ArTec Consortium), the Loughside Recreation Centre, Youth Centres
at Waveny and Tullycarnet, and the afore-mentioned Teahouse at Tollymore. His distinctive geometric
designs also came into play in the many schools emanating from his practice including Dunmurry
Primary and Abbots Cross Primary.
He was made a fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects in 1968, a fellow of the Royal Institute
of Architects of Ireland in 1974 and was President of the Royal Society of Ulster Architects from 1971 to
’73.
He is survived by Heather, and his twin sons Christopher and Conal, both architects.
Obituary - Roger Monckton Davies – provided by Jimmy Marks – a lifelong friend
Roger Monckton Davies (aka ‘Taffy’) died peacefully on 11 March 2021, aged 75
years, at his home in Pasadena, California, after a short illness.
Roger was born in Neath, Wales. Just after his first birthday, his parents, who
were both teachers, moved to Belfast, Northern Ireland. Always full of adventure
and daring, he had a happy childhood, and he was devoted to sport. He played
rugby during his school days at Belfast Royal Academy, where his father, Harry,
taught languages. Roger, ‘Taffy’ to those close to him, featured prominently for
the BRA 1st XV in three tied Ulster Schools’ Cup Finals, and for the Ulster
Schools’ XV. Roger played in various positions in the school pack and was best
known as a formidable Senior League prop for the Academy Club in his later
playing Career.
After approximately 10 years in the Northern Ireland Civil Service, Roger moved
to California, where he studied accountancy. He worked for a number of banks,
including Chase and CIT, after which he worked freelance.
Roger loved his new life in the US and made some marvellous friends. He loved
the great outdoors and often went backpacking in the awesome American countryside. He enjoyed
watching his adopted sports such as basketball and baseball, and following his favourite home teams,
the Los Angeles Clippers and the Los Angeles Angels. Perhaps surprisingly for an ex-rugby player,
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Roger developed a passion for cooking. He studied Cordon Bleu cuisine and his kitchen was arranged
with military precision! But above all he loved his golf. Given his connection with Northern Ireland, he
followed Rory McIlroy’s fortunes very closely, and being highly competitive, he took his own game
seriously as well. Like all regular golfers, he could feel either elated or despondent after every game.
Roger will be greatly missed by his brother Chris, and sisters Jill and Liz in Ireland, and by his good
friends in Belfast and Pasadena.
RJM
Memories of my father: Frank E. Dalzell
My father, Frank Edgar Dalzell, attended Belfast Royal Academy from 1923 to 1928 and later served
in the 8th Belfast Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment Royal Artillery (1940) (Supplementary Reserve) and the
Belfast Auxiliary Fire Service during the German air-raids on Harland & Wolff in 1941.
The Firm of Dalzell & Company
39/43 Donegall Street (1946 to 1990 - 44 years)
Following his service, Frank Dalzell started the firm of Dalzell & Company at 39/43 Donegall Street in
1946. My dad made Jack Darragh from Carrickfergus his manager and dad took charge of the salaries,
wages, and clients’ accounts. Our business in Donegall Street was devastated by a car bomb in 1972
which killed six people and many were injured. That incident eventually caused the Belfast Office to be
wound down.
My father was involved in other activities. Along with (for example) Jack Kyle, Walter
Stirling, Matt Mulholland and Stanley Nash (School Captain) – they formed the
Committee which started the Academy Rugby Club in 1945 and my father
became President in 1955.
My father was also Hon. Secretary of the Belfast Royal Academy Grammar
School Old Boys’ Association for twenty-six years, which was advantageous to
his business interests as well as social.
Later dad was elected as a Governor of the School and served on the Board for
twenty-four years ((1965-89) and Warden in 1976. He helped to raise £80,000 for a
new school swimming pool.
These School activities required a significant amount of his time, and a lot of the
Dalzell Company business management passed into the hands of Jack Darragh, and
most of the business moved to the Carrickfergus Office.
Dad moved to work as a Consultant Surveyor for a former colleague who had set up a
new business on the Stranmillis Road. Dad worked there until he died in 1990, from
illness related to smoking.
David M. Dalzell
BRA 1949-1961
“Tales of the Wise Gardner and his Friend Jack Frost” by Ken Houston
I attended BRA from 1952 to 1959, and then spent my career teaching physics at Merchiston Castle
School in Edinburgh. I am now retired and would like to tell you how I came to write a book entitled
“Tales of the Wise Gardener and his Friend Jack Frost” during the Covid19 lockdown.
I am a keen gardener, and I used to take my five-year-old daughter, Deirdre, to my allotment in the
walled garden at the school. There I would entertain her with stories about the plants. Her favourite was
the one about “Paddy the Silly Potato”!
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Forty years on, during the Covid19 lockdown, Deirdre was put on furlough by her employer and came to
live with Jean & I (her parents), in our home in Edinburgh. We all spent much time in the garden here
and this inspired me to tell more tales.
There are now 27 stories, and a friend, Aileen Crosbie, provided a coloured illustration for each story
and an A5 sized book was commercially printed. Over 300 copies of the books have been sold and the
profit of over £900 going to the “Samaritans”, a charity long supported actively by Aileen. If you would
like to support the “Samaritans” by purchasing the book, please order by e-mail to
ken.houston@blueyonder.co.uk and I will provide my bank details to enable you to transfer funds
electronically. I will post your order, so please provide your postal address. Alternatively, post me a
cheque for £6.50 per book to 5, Redford Drive, Edinburgh EH13 0BL. All books will be signed by me,
thus increasing their value! £2.00 goes to the Samaritans and the remaining £4.50 covers costs of
printing, packaging and posting.
Ken Houston
BRA 1952-1959
Dates
Golf: Picken Cup Thursday 17 June 2021 at Malone Golf Club.
Golf: Paul Scoffield’s Captain’s Day: Friday 10 September 2021 at Royal Belfast Golf Club.
Monthly Lunch: Wednesday 15 September, 2021 at Bangor Golf Club.
Annual Dinner: Saturday 27 November, 2021 at The Europa Hotel.
London Dinner 2022: Friday 11 March 2022.
Edinburgh Dinner 2022: Friday 22nd April 2022
Contacting the BRA OBA
The Membership fee is currently suspended. New members are always welcome! Please notify the
Alumni Office at alumni@belfastroyalacademy.net to register with the Association, or to notify changes
to email address, or contact details. Notification of reunions is very welcome.
Please inform the Alumni Office at alumni@belfastroyalacademy.net of any items of news for inclusion
in The Owl and the Old Boys’ Association website. Any notification of births/ marriages/ deaths or
career developments etc will be very welcome and of considerable interest to other Old Boys.
Michael McDowell promotes the Association on Social Media through the Old Boys’ Twitter account
@TheBRAoldboys.
Jim Carolan is the Alumni Officer, and will liaise between the Association and the School.
Philip McKenna,
BRA OBA Hon. Secretary
philmac49@gmail.com
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OLD GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION
Four golfers surprise Covid-19 doctor - 13 Dec 2020
Dr Ellie McCarthy has been on the frontline treating Covid-19 throughout 2020. As a small token of
thanks, professional golfers Ian Poulter, Tommy Fleetwood, Henrik Stenson and Lee Westwood
surprise her with a day that she will never forget.
It is the sort of thing most golf fans dream about - four of the sport's biggest names inviting you to tee
off with them.
And Eleanor McCarthy could be forgiven for thinking she was dreaming when Ryder Cup stars Ian
Poulter, Tommy Fleetwood, Henrik Stenson and Lee Westwood showed up with their clubs for a round
with her.
The Northern Ireland doctor, who has been treating Covid-19
patients in Dubai throughout 2020, was lost for words when the
world-famous quartet suddenly appeared as she was doing
what she thought was a television interview about the
pandemic.
"I had no clue; absolutely no idea," said Eleanor, a keen golfer
herself who plays off 24.
"The European Tour and sponsors DP World had spoken to
the main golf clubs in Dubai as they were looking to speak with
a doctor, nurse or patient, someone who has been involved in the fight against Covid.
"Little did I know that this was all a set-up."
Belfast native Eleanor (40), who has been living in Dubai for almost five years with husband Chris (35),
a risk manager, and children Aidan (12), Beth (nine) and two-year-old Cian told how she accepted an
invitation to the Jumeirah Golf Estates for an interview about Dubai's healthcare community.
"They sucked me in by the fact that it was on the pro-am the day prior to the DP World Tour
Championship, telling me I could walk around the course afterwards," she recalled.
"I told Chris I was going to do this, not knowing he'd already taken my golf clubs there the day before... I
genuinely hadn't a clue about what was going on."
A video, which was later released by the organisers, revealed how the drama unfolded around Eleanor,
who works as a family medicine consultant at King's College Hospital in the United Arab Emirates city.
Seated before the 'interviewer', she suddenly notices Ian Poulter, famous for his Ryder Cup exploits
and outlandish dress sense, walking towards her.
And although retaining her composure - believing the interview in progress to be a real one - she does
miss what the interviewer has said, and asks him to repeat the question.
Poulter, however, interrupts proceedings to introduce himself - and invite her to play a round of golf
instead.
"I saw those colourful trousers (of yours) on Instagram this morning," she tells the popular Englishman,
who replies: "That's awesome", adding: "but what's more awesome is the work that you, and all your
colleagues, have done and are continuing to do."
The pair were eventually joined by Poulter's compatriots Tommy Fleetwood and former world number
one Lee Westwood - who went on to finish runner-up in the tournament and therefore win the coveted
'Race to Dubai' - and Swede Henrik Stenson, the 2016 Open champion.
Eleanor, who previously worked at Antrim Area Hospital, spent most of the afternoon with Poulter, a DP
World ambassador, and the others, whom she described as "lovely".
She added: "I had a real laugh with them. It was great - I got some amazing tips from those guys."
It was an added bonus that her favourite player is Fleetwood.
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"When he came along, that's when I stopped being able to hit the ball very well. I think he's adorable,"
she said.
"Overall, the day was fantastic. I've never had anything like that happen to me before and I'm sure I
won't ever again."
Eleanor, whose parents - Walter (73) and Gladys (71) Curry - live in Belfast, said she grew up watching
golf but only took up the sport in Dubai two years ago.
Not surprisingly, she said she is a big fan of our own four-time major winner Rory McIlroy, who will visit
her adopted home turf shortly.
"It was announced today that Rory will play in Adu Dhabi next month, and then there's the Desert
Classic in Dubai. We'll definitely go to both of them," she said.
And will McIlroy win another major? Her reply: "Of course."

We were delighted to learn that BRA alumna Professor Janice Carruthers has
been elected as a Member of The Royal Academy, Ireland's leading body of
experts in the sciences & humanities.

Amanda Ferguson
BRA alumna Amanda Ferguson is a freelance
journalist and broadcaster. She has recently cofounded Women in Media Belfast, aiming to
‘amplify the voices of women working in print,
broadcast, online and entertainment media, and
to showcase the knowledge and expertise of
women in all sections of society.’
https://www.wimbelfast.com
Amanda’s recent work includes coverage of the rioting in Northern Ireland.

Chromebooks for the English Department
Thanks to a very generous donation from the Old Girls’ Association, the School will be in a position to
purchase a class set of 30 Chromebooks for the English Department. English classes are significantly
disadvantaged by the lack of availability of a bookable ICT suite and this is particularly felt by Form 4
and Form 5 English classes when completing the coursework element of the GCSE specification. The
situation will be improved when the School Enhancement Project is completed and there is an ICT
room available for non-ICT classes to book. In the meantime, this donation from the OGA will mean
that the English Department will have sole access to a class set of Chromebooks that will be kept on a
trolley within the department and can be booked by all members of the English department.
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KEEPING IN TOUCH

The aim of the Alumni Office is to engage with our past pupils. We can help you to remain connected to
the School and to your former classmates. We can help to put you back in touch with old school friends
and assist with the organisation of reunions, visits to the School and other events. The Alumni Office
also administers the Old Girls’ and Old Boys’ Associations membership and email communications. An
Alumni Calendar of Events is available in the Alumni section of the school website.
Your contribution, feedback and suggestions to this Newsletter are always welcomed. If you have a
piece of news that you think others would be interested in, please email us with an accompanying
photo.
We appreciate your help to ensure that your contact details are up to date and to actively encourage
friends, colleagues, siblings and other family members who were pupils at Belfast Royal Academy to
join the alumni family.

Thank you for your continued interest in and support of Belfast Royal Academy.

Alumni Office
Belfast Royal Academy
3 – 17 Cliftonville Road
BELFAST BT14 6JL
028 9074 0423
kholland303@bfsra.belfast.ni.sch.uk
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